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Ninth Chords 
Floating Notes 

th chords are the most common of the “extra-stuff” added onto chords.  The 
9th is the note up a whole-step from the Root. 
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A starting position (with 9th in grey) 
 

 

 5 4 R 9 
 

 

 

 The 9th is also a fourth down from the fifth! 

Up a two half-steps: the 9th

 
 

A starting position (with 9th in grey) 
 

 

9  5 4 R 
 

If a chord is written as a 9th chord, that usually means it’s a dominant chord. 
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